
 

 
 

 

The pool is gone, the bus loop is finished, a new McInness 
field is on the way, two new buildings are being construct-
ed in front of War gym and holes are in the ground for a 

new gage residence behind the new pool.   You might ask 
“what’s next?”:  A new War Gym!!  Discussions are ongo-

ing with campus, alumni and community stakeholders 
about replacing our competition site.  We want to remain in 

this location but with a new gym!!  Please contact the 
board of governors, and presidents’ office to let them know 

that you support us in this quest.  Decisions are being 
made this spring as to the route forward and we want to be 
able to compete with the best universities in Canada and 

the new facilities they are in.  Keeping our competition gym 
in the heart of Campus will continue to help us do just that. 

 

 

Construction! 

In storybook fashion the ‘birds ran the table 

at the national championships and claimed 

their 7th title in the last 10 years!! 

      Our mission:   To be the best women’s volleyball program in North America, providing unparalleled educational opportunities, an outstanding 

training environment, and supported by a community which loves the game. 
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What a finish! 
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A Bird’s Eye View. 

The pool is gone, the bus loop is finished, a new 
McInness field is on the way, two new buildings are 

being constructed in front of War gym and holes are in 
the ground for a new gage residence behind the new 

pool.   You might ask “what’s next?”:  A new War 
Gym!!  Discussions are ongoing with campus, alumni 

and community stakeholders about replacing our 
competition site.  We want to remain in this location 
but with a new gym!!  Please contact the board of 

governors, and presidents’ office to let them know that 
you support us in this quest.  Decisions are being 

made this spring as to the route forward and we want 
to be able to compete with the best universities in 

Canada and the new facilities they are in.  Keeping 
our competition gym in the heart of Campus will 

continue to help us do just that. 

Construction! 

“That feeling when you win a National 

Championship with your best friends”    

The final tournament provided no shortage of drama as the ‘birds 

had to contend with some early tournament jitters, and 21 missed 

serves, in their first win over Western.  The semi final pitted Cana-

da west rival TWU against the ‘birds and the match was a classic, 

featuring incredible defensive saves and some monstrous swings 

from both sides of the net.  Patience and winning the serve and 

pass game proved to be the difference as the women pushed 

through to the final.  Facing Alberta, who beat the ‘birds for the 

Canada West title, would be a tough test, as Alberta was an expe-

rienced and confident squad, who had not dropped a set in the 

championship.  The ‘birds triumphed behind tremendous play 

from their seniors and a timely serving run 

from Maggie Li to prevail in 4 sets.  UBC’s 

depth was on display all weekend and the 

entire team shared in the title!!   

 



 

 
 

We have recruited two youth national team players for this fall and have managed to draw back home from the USA another top player 

from the University of Arizona.  We managed to do all of this because of the continued support for our scholarship and leadership 

funds.  We rely heavily on these funds, over and above our departmental scholarship allotment, to attract the top talent from across the 

country.  We need to replenish and grow these funds annually.  So, read below for information about the two primary funds you can 

contribute towards to help us increase our ability to fund athletic scholarships.  This past February, we were very fortunate and thankful 

that we sold a record number of Millennium Breakfast tickets, the fundraising portion of which was matched by the university. These 

monies were added to our endowments.  As you read below please notice that we have also included information about other special 

awards, and highlighted our plans to grow these funds towards the year 2020.  We are confident in our communities’ ability to support 

us in bringing you the best university volleyball product in the country, and continuing our quest to compete for and win more national 

championship titles.  

Support the Birds: Scholarship support 101. 
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Our longest running endowed award, the Sandy Silver award 

is named after our team’s former coach who ardently and 

adamantly supports women’s athletics, women in coaching, 

and UBC women’s volleyball.  Sandy gave thousands of hours 

to the sport and only just retired from being the long serving 

Canada West convener.  She generously gave financially to 

start this endowment, the invested proceeds of which are 

awarded annually to our Thunderbird women’s players in the 

form of a scholarship.  The fund continues to grow through 

the generous support of Sandy and others, and it is a critical 

component to our financial support of players.  We want this 

fund to not only be a legacy to Sandy, and all she has done, 

but a cornerstone from which we fully fund all of the players 

on our roster.  If you would like to help us grow this im-

portant award even more please click the link below: 

h t t p s : / / d o n a t e . s u p p o r t . u b c . c a / e a - a c t i o n / a c t i o n ?

ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952  

 

The Sandy Silver Award Rick Hansen: Difference Maker 

 

Sandi (shown middle) inducted into the 
 Volleyball Canada hall of fame 
 

 

Help Rick bring Canada’s best to UBC 

Rick has a passion for our sport, a desire to see 

Canadian Women’s volleyball achieve international 

success, and a long-standing connection to volleyball 

at UBC.  Our Rick Hansen Difference Maker award 

was  created  by  him  as  a  unique  non-endowed 

award, specifically created to help us target, attract, 

and  retain  Canada’s  top  players.  An  award 

specifically  created  and  awarded  to  outstanding 

incoming recruits, it allows us to compete with the 

big U.S. schools and keep Canada’s best in Canada!  

The donations for this award are spent annually and 

we rely on you to continue to fund this award year 

to year.  If you would like to help us retain, develop 

and connect this talent to the national team program 

please click on the link below to donate: 

Rick Hansen: Difference Maker 

Sandi (shown middle) inducted into the 
 Volleyball Canada hall of fame 

The Sandy Silver Award 

Our longest running endowed award, the Sandy 

Silver award is named after our team’s former coach 

who  ardently  and  adamantly  supports  women’s 

athletics, women in coaching, and UBC women’s 

volleyball.  Sandy gave thousands of hours to the 

sport  and only just  retired from being  the long 

serving Canada West convener. She generously gave 

financially to start this endowment, the invested 

proceeds of which are awarded annually to our 

Thunderbird  women’s  players  in  the form of  a 

scholarship. The fund continues to grow through the 

generous support of Sandy and others, and it is a 

critical  component  to  our  financial  support  of 

players.  We want this fund to not only be a legacy 

to Sandy, and all she has done, but a cornerstone 

from which we fully fund all of the players on our 

roster.  If  you  would like  to  help  us  grow this 

important award even more please click the link 

below:  

https://donate.support.ubc.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952
https://donate.support.ubc.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952


 

 
 

As we hope to be moving into a new Varsity gym by 2020 we have begun an ambitious plan to increase our available scholarships:  THE 2020 CLUB 

By 2020 our vision involves raising $500,000; taking advantage of our new athletics game promotion staff to have 2020 people attending our home games; 

and be heavily involved in the design phase for the best varsity volleyball facility in Canada.  

 To do this we will need the following: 

1. 200 givers donating $20 a month= $48,000 x 4years = $192,000 

2. 20 donors giving $220 a month= $52,800 x 4 years = $211,200 

3. 2 donors donating $2020 a month= $48,480 = x4 = $193,920 

If we reach these levels and maintain them over the next 4 years we will raise $597,120.00!!  Many of our former players, parents, and friends of the team 

are already a part of this.  Will you help us fund women in sport?  Can you reach out to other friends of UBC volleyball?  We use these monies to plug 

into our endowed awards, to increase monies, which the university matches, during events such as the millennium breakfast, and to help these ladies 

This year for the first time the UBC women’s team participated in the 

team meal program. An ongoing issue for athletes at UBC has been 

getting the adequate meals needed for recovery post match.  War Me-

morial Gym is in a bit of a “food desert” late on Friday and Saturday 

nights, and the players have limited options and time for recovery 

meals. We participated this year and it was a tremendous success and 

contributed to a real competitive advantage when we were at home.  

We would like take advantage of the program next year without the 

players having to go out of pocket to pay for the food.  If you would like 

to help us in this quest read below: 

 

 

Emily (shown left) with members of the family and Suzie Neufeld a 

former teammate of Amanjit’s. 

Join the 2020 Club!  Be a Bird Backer!! 
 

Join the 2020 Club!!  Be a Bird Backer!! 

Email:  

3. 
Join us after the game for our team debrief and 

meal that you provided! 

2. 

1. 

Dinner on you, tickets on us!  A tax-deductible 

donation of $300.00 buys dinner for the team on 

one of our home game nights. We provide game 

tickets for you.  Partial donations are welcome! 

Feed the Birds! 

  Amanjit Payer Memorial Award 

This year for the first time the UBC women’s team participated in the team 

meal program. An ongoing issue for athletes at UBC has been getting the 

adequate meals needed for recovery post match.  War Memorial Gym is 

in a bit of a “food desert” late on Friday and Saturday nights, and the 

players have limited options and time for recovery meals. We participated 

this year and it was a tremendous success and contributed to a real com-

petitive advantage when we were at home.  We would like take advantage 

of the program next year without the players having to go out of pocket to 

pay for the food.  If you would like to help us in this quest read below: 

Watch the ‘birds matches against our Canada 

West opponents! 

Email:   beathen.thomas@ubc.ca  

for more details or to donate. 

Amanjit was the team manager and glue that 

has kept the “Volleyball Sisters” together in the 

1970’s and up until 2013 when she tragically lost her 

life to her life to cancer. Her family and friends created an 
endowed award in her honour, which is given annually to 

a deserving UBC women’s player.  This year’s recipient is 

middle Emily Cicon, who embodies everything that 
Amanjit was to her Hall of Fame teammates.  Supportive, 

enthusiastic, hard working, and fun to be with, Emily is 

one of our team leaders who is graduating with a degree in 

Oceanography this year. At the post match reception 
Amanjit’s brother Karn, and former teammate Suzie 

Neufeld spoke about how much Amanjit contributed to 

keeping the sisters together through the highs and lows for 
more than 30 years!  If you would like to help grow this 

award please click on the link below:  
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As we hope to be moving into a new Varsity gym by 2020 we have begun an ambitious plan to increase our available scholarships:  THE 2020 CLUB 

By 2020 our vision involves raising $500,000; taking advantage of our new athletics game promotion staff to have 2020 people attending our home 
games; and be heavily involved in the design phase for the best varsity volleyball facility in Canada.  

 To do this we will need the following: 

1. 200 givers donating $20 a month= $48,000 x 4years = $192,000 

2. 20 donors giving $220 a month= $52,800 x 4 years = $211,200 

3. 2 donors donating $2020 a month= $48,480 = x4 = $193,920 

If we reach these levels and maintain them over the next 4 years we will raise $597,120.00!!  Many of our former players, parents, and friends of the 

team are already a part of this.  Will you help us fund women in sport?  Can you reach out to other friends of UBC volleyball?  We use these monies to 
plug into our endowed awards, to increase monies, which the university matches, during events such as the millennium breakfast, and to help these 
ladies achieve their dreams.  Help UBC women’s volleyball be the premier program in North America!   Click on the link below to donate today!!: 

mailto:beathen.thomas@ubc.ca
https://donate.support.ubc.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952
https://donate.support.ubc.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952

