
 

Our mission:   To be the best women’s volleyball program in North America, providing unparalleled educational 
opportunities, an outstanding training environment, and supported by a community which loves the game. 

A Bird’s Eye View. 

The season begins! 

After a long preseason, which 

took the ‘birds from San Diego to 
Edmonton the team is ready. 

Fall 2016/2017 The inside angle on UBC Women’s’ Volleyball  

Yes War Memorial gym is still surrounded 

by it, but we want you at our games!!  Park 

in the north Parkade and walk by the new 

pool, or park in the village and walk 

around the new residences, but most 

importantly let the university know you 

support the building of a new varsity gym! 

Over the next few months there will be 

public consultations about our new 

facility, please make your opinions known. 
 

Construction! 

The season began successfully for the Thunderbirds in 

Saskatoon and at home versus Winnipeg. The Birds are 

returning an experienced squad, which has been nicely 

augmented by the addition of 4 outstanding recruits. 

Fans will definitely notice the physical power and 

explosiveness of the team and the depth we have at every 

position. The team has been successful in the classroom 

as well with 8 players from last year achieving Academic 

All-Canadian status. This represents 50% of the team, a 

UBC team record, and the highest of 

any of the varsity sports.  A 

testament to the work the players are 

doing on and off the court. 
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Support the Birds: Scholarship support 101. 

The Sandy Silver Award 

Our longest running endowed award, the Sandy 

Silver award is named after our team’s former coach 

who ardently and adamantly supports women’s 

athletics, women in coaching, and UBC women’s 

volleyball.  Sandy gave thousands of hours to the 

sport and only just retired from being the long serving 

Canada West convener.  She generously gave 

financially to start this endowment, the invested 

proceeds of which are awarded annually to our 

Thunderbird women’s players in the form of a 

scholarship.  The fund continues to grow through the 

generous support of Sandy and others, and it is a 

critical component to our financial support of players.  

We want this fund to not only be a legacy to Sandy, 

and all she has done, but a cornerstone from which 

we fully fund all of the players on our roster.  If you 

would like to help us grow this important award even 

more please click the link below:  

 

Rick Hansen: Difference Maker 

Rick has a passion for our sport, a desire to see 

Canadian Women’s volleyball achieve international 

success, and a long-standing connection to volleyball at 

UBC.  Our Rick Hansen Difference Maker award was 

created by him as a unique non-endowed award, 

specifically created to help us target, attract, and retain 

Canada’s top players.  An award specifically created 

and awarded to outstanding incoming recruits, it 

allows us to compete with the big U.S. schools and 

keep Canada’s best in Canada!  The donations for this 

award are spent annually and we rely on you to 

continue to fund this award year to year.  If you would 

like to help us retain, develop and connect this talent to 

the national team program please click on the link 

below to donate: 

 

While many of you continue to enjoy watching one of Canada’s best women’s volleyball teams here at UBC, behind the scenes it is 

becoming increasingly difficult for us to find, attract and finance top tier Canadian recruits.  With increased living expenses and 

tuition costs, and with the competition of more programs in Canada, it is more and more expensive to attract top players. Also, we 

continue to lose quality young women to the United States in part because of their ability to finance all aspects of a college students’ 

education.  Outlined over the next few pages are our plans to address our shortfalls, and information about the two primary funds you 

can contribute towards to help us increase our ability to fund athletic scholarships for our team.  We have also included other special 

awards and highlighted our plans to grow these funds towards the year 2020.  In particular, the unique matching program the 

university offers through the Millennium Breakfast is explained later as is our monthly BirdBacker donation program.  We are 

confident in our communities’ ability to support us in bringing you the best university volleyball product in the country.  

Sandi (shown middle) inducted into the 

 Volleyball Canada hall of fame 
 Help Rick bring Canada’s best to UBC 

https://donate.support.ubc.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952
https://donate.support.ubc.ca/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1730&ea.campaign.id=31952
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  Amanjit Payer Memorial Award 

Amanjit was the team manager and glue that 

has kept the “Volleyball Sisters” together in the 

1970’s and up until 2013 when she tragically lost 

her life to cancer.  Her family and friends created an 

endowed award in her honour, which is given annually to 

a deserving UBC women’s player.  This year’s recipient is 

middle Emily Cicon, who embodies everything that 

Amanjit was to her Hall of Fame teammates.  Supportive, 

enthusiastic, hard working, and fun to be with, Emily is 

one of our team leaders who is graduating with a degree 

in Oceanography this year. At the post match reception 

Amanjit’s brother Karn, and former teammate Suzie 

Neufeld spoke about how much Amanjit contributed to 

keeping the sisters together through the highs and lows for 

more than 30 years!  If you would like to help grow this 

award please click on the link below:  

 

Feed the Birds! 
An ongoing issue for athletes at UBC has been getting the adequate 

meals needed for recovery post match.  War Memorial Gym is in a 

bit of a “food desert” late on Friday and Saturday nights, and the 

players have limited options and time.  The UBC food service 

department has addressed this by hiring the former Vancouver 

Canucks executive chef to head our UBC food services program for 

athletes.  The departments’ push this year is to have every team 

participate in a team meal program for all of our home games.  This 

allows the athletes adequate nutrition in the critical 45 minute 

window immediately post match.  You can help us address this  

need by reading the steps below: 

 
Dinner on you, tickets on us!  A tax-

deductible donation of $300.00 buys dinner 

for the team on one of our home game nights. 

We provide game tickets for you.  Partial 

donations are welcome! 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Email:  

beathen.thomas@ubc.ca for more details or to donate. 

Watch the ‘birds matches against our Canada 

West opponents.  

Join us after the game for our team debrief 

and meal that you provided! 

 

Join the 2020 Club!!  Be a Bird Backer!! 

Emily (shown left) with members of the family and Suzie Neufeld a 
former teammate of Amanjit’s. 

As we hope to be moving into a new Varsity gym by 2020 we have begun an ambitious plan to increase our available scholarships:  THE 2020 CLUB 

By 2020 our vision involves raising $500,000; taking advantage of our new athletics game promotion staff to have 2020 people attending our home 
games; and be heavily involved in the design phase for the best varsity volleyball facility in Canada.  

 To do this we will need the following: 

1. 200 givers donating $20 a month= $48,000 x 4years = $192,000 

2. 20 donors giving $220 a month= $52,800 x 4 years = $211,200 

3. 2 donors donating $2020 a month= $48,480 = x4 = $193,920 

If we reach these levels and maintain them over the next 4 years we will raise $597,120.00!!  Many of our former players, parents, and friends of the 
team are already a part of this.  Will you help us fund women in sport?  Can you reach out to other friends of UBC volleyball?  We use these monies to 
plug into our endowed awards, to increase monies, which the university matches, during events such as the millennium breakfast, and to help these 
ladies achieve their dreams.  Help UBC women’s volleyball be the premier program in North America!      Click on the link below to donate today!!: 

 

Join the 2020 Club!  Be a Bird Backer!! 

mailto:beathen.thomas@ubc.ca


 

 

 Millennium Breakfast: 
Early Bird Deadline Coming Soon 

 

The breakfast is the  ideal and most effective way we can build our fundraising base for our team.  The university 

matches all donations to our team through this event and these monies are directed toward the Rick Hansen and Sandy 

Silver Awards. Basically, every $100 dollars you spend toward a ticket turns into $350 of scholarship support!!!   

 

This years breakfast is going to be held at The Canada Convention Center downtown at Canada Place.   Dr. Santa Ono, 

UBC’s new president will be a keynote speaker and this will be a fantastic way for our supporters to demonstrate the 

importance of UBC athletics to him. Help us sell a minimum of 5 tables to this event.  Could you be a table captain and 

reach out to teammates, friends, and family, and bring them to this event?  We would love to have tables from every 

decade of UBC volleyball represented!   

 
Save the date: Tuesday, February 28 2017 
Come join us 
 
UBC Athletics and title sponsor ZLC Financial are proud to present the 18th annual ZLC Millennium Scholarship Breakfast. This breakfast is 
dedicated to raising funds for annual and endowed scholarships for UBC's varsity athletes. With your support, this powerful fundraiser - the 
most successful in Canada - has raised more than $11 million for student athletes since it began in 1999. 
 
Support UBC's finest 
With your support, funds raised through the breakfast, enable UBC student athletes to compete at the highest level. Scholarship monies made 
possible by you through the ZLC Millennium Scholarship Breakfast help inspire the best athletes to choose UBC - both for its academics and its 
renowned coaching staff. What impact does it have? 
 
Monies from ticket purchases go directly to the  your sport of choice ( Women’s volleyball!) with the University providing matching funds. Athletic 
endowments give UBC athletes to realize their athletic and academic goals, now and for decades to come. 
 
Event Details 
Date Tuesday, February 28 2017 
Time 7 - 9 a.m. 
Location Vancouver Convention Centre East 
Ticket Price | Early Bird (to Dec 31st, 2016) Table (10 seats) - $2,000 
 Individual- $200 
Ticket Price as of Jan 1, 2017 Table (10 seats) - $2,250 
 Individual - $225 
 
Note: $150 of each seat ticket is a charitable donation, which will be matched by UBC and is eligible for a tax receipt. 
Tickets go on sale Tuesday November 1st, 2016. 

 

 


